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         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that he has secured earmarks in the House Transportation and Treasury Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2004 for several significant transportation and transit projects in the Pioneer Valley.

         "This is an excellent start for the Transportation and Treasury bill," Olver said. "As the appropriations process continues, I will work to maintain the highest possible level of funding for transportation priorities in the Pioneer Valley."

         The Transportation and Treasury Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee has given its approval to the funding. Olver is the ranking member of the subcommittee and included the earmarks in the bill. The bill still needs to be considered by the full Appropriations Committee. Then the bill would be taken up by the full House. A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation is due by October 1, 2003, the beginning of fiscal year 2004.

         A summary of the earmarked projects is provided below.

Holyoke Canalwalk: $1.2 million

         The Holyoke Canalwalk is part of a large-scale, multi-phased urban renewal and rural enhancement project. The canalwalk, a two-mile pedestrian promenade along the first- and second-level canals in downtown Holyoke, will link City Hall and Holyoke Heritage State Park with the many waterfront businesses, artist studios and other destinations of interest along the canals. There are plans for the canalwalk to eventually connect with the Connecticut River Walk in Chicopee, the Norwottock Rail Trail via Northampton and the Manhan Rail Trail in Easthampton. This project will also contribute to the establishment of a major north-south bicycle and pedestrian arterial pathway stretching from Agawam to Northampton.

         "The Holyoke Canalwalk will help reinvigorate the local economy by drawing visitors to the once thriving industrial center of the city," Olver said.

         Some of the large warehouses along the canal that date from the mid-nineteenth century have already been converted to art galleries, exhibition spaces and artist residences. The city of Holyoke will encourage further growth by turning the area into a living landmark of the city?s economic past. Eventually there will be cafes, shops and clubs that will also enliven the local economy.

For more information, contact Jeff Hayden of the Holyoke Economic Development and Industrial Corporation at 413-322-5655 or Chris Curtis of the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission at 413-781-6045.

UMass Risk Prone Driving Research: $300,000

         The Human Performance Laboratory at the University of Massachusetts College of Engineering is home to one of the nation's most advanced driving simulators. The simulator consists of a full-size car in which an individual can "drive" as though on an actual highway. This funding will support two new research studies. The first study will develop a Risk Awareness and Avoidance Training program for younger drivers, and the second study will analyze driver perceptions and behavior during left-turn maneuvers at signalized intersections

         "Research like this is crucial for building a sound body of knowledge about driver behavior that can be used to improve the safety of all motorists," Olver said.

         This earmark will be funded by the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration. The Human Performance Laboratory has been used in the past to test the effects of very low levels of blood alcohol on the performance of younger drivers, the ability of novice and more experienced drivers to recognize potential risks in various driving situations, and the design of directional signs for a section of Boston's Central Artery.

For more information, contact Paul Shuldiner, Director of the UMass Transportation Center, at 413-545-2688.

Westfield and Holyoke Multimodal Transportation Centers

         Included in the bill are earmarks for the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA) to create multimodal transportation centers in Westfield and Holyoke.

         In Westfield, $1.7 million is needed to complete the project. In Holyoke, $2 million is needed. The current earmarks provide $3.4 million for the Westfield project and $4 million for Holyoke, however, it is likely that these earmarks will be reduced in the final Transportation and Treasury Appropriations bill to reflect the needed funding.

         The Holyoke project would involve preserving and renovating the city's historic fire station building on the corner of Maple and Dwight streets to serve as a major transportation center for downtown Holyoke. The Holyoke Multimodal Transportation Center will increase the level and quality of service for PVTA riders and complement the re-development of Holyoke's downtown. Two years ago, Olver secured $750,000 for the feasibility study for this project.

         "For many residents in this region, the public transit system provides the only mode of transportation to work, school or medical services," Olver said. "This project combines transportation and economic development while taking advantage of the opportunity to preserve an historic piece of downtown Holyoke."

         The Westfield Multimodal Transportation Center will provide a comfortable, safe and convenient waiting area for downtown and transferring transit riders, consolidate downtown PVTA bus stops and provide simplified system transfers. The center will also provide opportunities to integrate private intercity carrier service with regional PVTA service, paratransit service and the Columbia bikeway. Construction of the multimodal center is part of Westfield's "Elm Street Urban Renewal Plan," which encompasses a two-block area in the heart of downtown.

         "I am pleased to provide the necessary funding to construct transit facilities in Westfield that will encourage public-private cooperation and leverage development opportunities for the area," Olver said.

For more information, contact Gary Shepard, PVTA Administrator, or Sandra Sheehan, Director of Procurement and Transit at PVTA, at 413-732-6248.
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